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1 . DEPT. PLEASED THAT UNHCR (MACE) HAS SENT LETTER CITED 
REETEL A TO SINGAPORE PRIME MINISTER LEE. THIS LETTER 
SHOULD PROMPT A SINGAPORE REPLY WHICH WILL CLARIFY WHETHER 
PRIME MINISTER LEE WILL ACCEPT UNHCR GUARANTEES OE 'BEST 
EFFORTS". DEPT. HOPES PRIME MINISTER'S REACTION WILL HAVE 
CRYSTALLIZED BY THE TIME OF DERIAN'S STOP IN SINGAPORE. 
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2. PRIME MINISTER LEE'S CONVERSATIONS WITH THE DEPUTY SEC- 
RETARY LED TO AN OEFER BY LEE EOR SINGAPORE TO ESTABLISH A 
CENTER (POSSIBLY ON AN ISLAND) EOR THE TEMPORARY ASYLUM OF 
INDOCHINESE REEUGEES ARRIVING IN SINGAPORE. THE OEEER IN- 
CLUDED CERTAIN PROVISOS AMONG WHICH IS A GUARANTEE BY THE 
UNHCR OE THE ONWARD RESETTLEMENT OE THESE REFUGEES. 

3. IN DEPARTMENT'S VIEW, LEE IS PEREECTLY AWARE THAT THE 
UNHCR HAS NO POWER TO IMPOSE REEUGEES ON THIRD COUNTRIES. 
OBVIOUSLY, THE USG AND OTHER GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED WITH 
THIS PROBLEM WILL ATTEMPT TO PROVIDE SUEFICIENT RESETTLE- 
MENT OPPORTUNITIES TO EULLY HONOR THE UNHCR GUARANTEE AND 
WE BELIEVE THAT THIS CAN BE SUCCESSEULLY DONE. 

4. TO UNDERSTAND LEE'S OFEER AS ONE TO ACCEPT REEUGEES 
ONLY IN THE FRAMEWORK OF A UNHCR GUARANTEE EULLY BACKED 
BY ADVANCE THIRD COUNTRY OFEERS AT THE TIME REEUGEES ARE 
ACCEPTED, HOWEVER, IS TO UNDERSTAND HIM AS SIMPLY RESTAT- 
ING HIS PREVIOUS POSITION OP DEMANDING NATIONAL GUARANTEES 
BEFORE REFUGEES CAN BE LANDED. THIS DOES NOT ACCORD WITH 
THE TENOR OR SUBSTANCE OP THIS DISCUSSION AND WE WOULD NOT 
WISH THE GOS TO SUPPOSE WE UNDERSTOOD LEE'S COMMITTMENT IN 
THIS PASHION. 

5. OBVIOUSLY, GOS DOES NOT WANT TO SHOULDER EITHER EXPEN- 
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SES OR PERMANENT RESETTLEMENT OP THESE REFUGEES. WE UNDER- 
STAND AND RESPECT THIS POSITION AND THE PROBLEMS PACED BY 
THE GOS AND BELIEVE THEY CAN BE SATISPIED. (THE PREVIOUS 
DEMAND BY THE GOS EOR ABSOLUTE GUARANTEES PRIOR TO THE 
LANDING OP THE REEUGEES, HOWEVER, POSED LEGAL AND POLICY 
PROBLEMS WHICH WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO OVERCOME). 

6. FOR SINGAPORE: 

THUS, WE VIEW THE NEW POSITION OP GOS AS A MAJOR BREAK- 
THROUGH IN THE PROBLEM OF SHIPMASTERS PASSING BY REEUGEES 
IN DISTRESS AT SEA AND WISH TO PURSUE IT VIGOROUSLY. WHILE 
WE WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS UNHCR TO TAKE THE LEAD IN THIS 
MATTER, AMBASSADOR SHOULD ALSO MAKE IT CLEAR IN ANY CONVER- 
SATIONS WITH GOS ON THIS SUBJECT THAT THIS IS A MATTER OP 
CONCERN AND INTEREST TO THE USG. 

7. FOR HONG KONG: PLEASE INSURE THAT DERIAN AND OAKLEY 
HAVE COPY REFTEL A. CHRISTOPHER 
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